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Vol. VI, No. 1 Amhler: Branch Historical Papers 123 

exceedingly useful. The chapter on "Financial systems and administra- 
tion," dug out from the records in the Virginia state library, is the 
most original contribution of the book, adding as it does a mass of detail 
to our previously somewhat sketchy knowledge on this subject. All in 
all. The royal government in Virginia is a work of value, scholarly, well- 
written, and authoritative. No student of early American history can 
afford to neglect it. 

H. J. ECKENKODE 

The John P. Branch historical papers of Randolph-Macon college. Vol- 
ume V, numbers 1 and 2. Edited by Charles H. Ambler. (Rich- 
mond, Virginia : Richmond press, 1918. 233 p. $1.00) 

The present number of the Branch historical papers, which are among 
the best college publications of the country, contains the "Life of John 
Floyd," by Mr. Charles H. Ambler of Randolph-Macon college, and the 
"Diary of John Floyd." It is a contribution of some importance to 
American history. 

John Floyd, once semi-famous, now entirely forgotten, served a num- 
ber of terms in congress, where he rendered notable service by advocat- 
ing the annexation of the Oregon territory in opposition to the "Little 
Americans," who would have been willing to see the republic perma- 
nently bounded by the Rocky mountains. Floyd later became governor 
of Virginia in the critical nullification period and was known as a state 
rights advocate of the most uncompromising type and the fast friend of 
John C. Calhoun. His son, John B. Floyd, was secretary of war in 
Buchanan's cabinet, a secession leader, and a general whose prestige 
was utterly ruined by Grant's capture of Fort Donelson. 

Mr. Ambler's biography is an admirable study in the politics of the 
Jacksonian period ; as such it is of decided value to students of history. 
It is well written, but it suffers from the rare defect of over-condensa- 
tion, for the author has compacted in a hundred pages material enough 
for a volume. Floyd's diary is an interesting revelation of an ante 
bellum politician, though it adds only some details to our knowledge of 
the time. Mr. Ambler is among the foremost students of American his- 
tory, having a vast and minute acquaintance with southern politics from 
1815 to 1850. A larger volume by him — say a definitive biography of 
John C. Calhoun — would give him the national reputation he richly 
deserves. 

H. J. B. 



